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I ntroduction

In November of 1999, the Pope visited India and media attention was directed to him prior to his
arrival. On October 25th, an article appeared in the New Indian Express titled, “Tell the Pope
how Hindu he is’, and it contained a gist of Francois Gautier’s forthcoming book, “The Indian
Origin of Things’. In the article it was stated,

The Pope is arriving in India on the 5th of November. Does he know that he may be
stepping on a land from which Christianity originated? Indeed, over the centuries,
numerous historians and sages have pointed out that not only has Hinduism had a
predominant influence on Christianity, but that many of the Christian rites could be
directly borrowed from Buddhist and Hindu India.

French historian Alain Danielou had noticed as early as 1950 that “ a great number of
events which surround the birth of Christ - as it is related in the Gospels - strangely
remind us of Buddhists and Krishnaites legends” .

The article then goes on to state,

Great Indian sages, such as Si Aurobindo or Si Ravi Shankar, the founder of the Art of
Living, which is practiced in more than 80 countries, have often remarked that the stories
recounting how Jesus came to India to be initiated, are probably true. i Ravi Shankar
notes, for instance, that Jesus sometimes wore an orange robe, the Hindu symbol of
renunciation in the world, which was not a usual practice in Judaism.

Many see the similarities between the two faiths with respect to the Gita, especialy in the
doctrines of sacrifice, salvation by faith, and total surrender to God and think the Gita was
written several hundred years before Christ and probably even Christ might have read the Gita.
Masih in his book titled, “ Shankara s Universal Philosophy of Religion™ writes about the striking
similarity between the lives of Krishna and Jesus,

The phenomenon of ‘Krsnajanmastame’ in which the child Krishna is represented as a
suckling at the mother’s breast. Nanda, the foster-father of Krishna had gone to Mathura
to pay his taxes (just as Joseph had gone to Bethlehem for census). Krishna was born in a
cow-shed (Gokula exactly as Jesus was born in a manger); massacre of infants of Mathura
by Kamsa (just as the massacre of infants by Herod); Krishna (like Jesus) had raised the
son of a widow from the dead; Kubja anointed Krishna just as Mary had done with
precious ointment.

What are the answers to these issues? Was Jesus initiated in India? Was Christianity birthed from
Hinduism?
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Prof. Irfan Habib, an eminent historian, when interviewed by the Hindu (January 8th, 1997) said,

‘Historical linguistics, inscriptions and the canons of archaeological excavations mean
nothing to our friends in the VHP and the only thing that matters to them is working up
religious sentiment.’

The core essence of Christianity is seen in the Sanskrit scriptures like the Bagavad Gita; this
article traces the development of Sanskrit so that the interaction between Christianity and
religion of the Hindus can be brought out and deceptions exposed.

The Significance of Sanskrit

Before the New Testament era there were many foreign invasions in India which introduced
many foreign languages. These mixing with the early Indian languages led to what is often called
a Prakrit, which was diverse in nature. The significant early epigraphic evidence on languages
employed in India comes from the inscriptions of Asoka inscribed in third century B.C. Asoka
took care that his messages were understood by all and generally he used what is classified as
Prakrit in hisinscriptions. Even more remarkable is the fact, which has been recently discovered,
that for those people who at the time lived in Afghanistan, his message was given in Greek as
well as Aramaic. One of the Greek inscriptions is a translation of the Kalinga Edict™?, and the
Greek of the inscriptionsis not inferior in style to the classical Greek of Greek literature. In such
circumstances neglect of Sanskrit by Asoka, if the language was in use, would be contrary to all
his practicel. So, the absence of Sanskrit in his inscriptions strongly indicates that it did not exist
at that time, as otherwise he would have certainly used it.

The first evidence of Sanskrit is attested by an inscription dating around A.D.150 in the Brahmi
script23. It records the repair of a dam originally built by Chandragupta Maurya, and also
contains a panegyric in verse which can be regarded as the first literary composition in Sanskrit.
It isat Girnar in Kathiawar and was inscribed by Rudradamana, the Saka Satrap of Ujjayini, on
the same rock on which the Fourteen Rock Edicts of Asoka were also found. It is significant that
Rudradamana employed Sanskrit in a region where about four hundred years before him Asoka
had used only Prakrit.

A key evidence often presented in the dating of Sanskrit is Patanjali’s Vyakarana - Mahabhasya
(Great Commentary). The Mahabhasya is both a defense of the grammarian Panini against his
chief critic and detractor Katyayana and a refutation of some of Panini’s aphorisms. Patanjali is
dated anywhere from 2nd ¢ BC to 5th ¢ AD%. On Patanjali’s date, the composition of the
Mahabhasya and its early tradition, Joshi and Roodbergen writed,

It is nearly unanimously agreed that Patanjali has lived around 140 BC. But as stated by
Winternitz, we are not in a position to confirm that this is the correct date. The question
largely depends on the other question, namely, whether Patanjali was the author of the
examples he quotes. According to Tarn, there is nothing conclusive in Patanajli’ s assumed
date, precisely because his grammatical examples are, or in any particular case may be,
not necessarily his own composition but traditional examples. Nor are the dates assigned
to Panini and Katyayana in the fourth and third century BC more than a working
hypothesis, that is, ornate guesswork.

The period 1% ¢ BC to 1% ¢ AD is extremely significant in the history of India. The Sakas
(Scythians) were one of the three main groups who supplanted the Greeks in the North West.
The others were the Pahalavas (Parthians) and Kushans (Yeuh-Chih). The North West was
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divided into several petty Greek Kingdoms, which easily fell victim to the great wave of
Scythians, which took place in the middle of the first century B.C. The Indo-Scythian Empire of
the Sakas was conquered by the advancing Indo-Parthians, upon the coins of which appear
names® such as Gondophares, Orthagnes, etc. The date of Gondophares® is firmly established by
the Takht-i Bahi inscription of the year 103, which is also dated to the twenty-sixth year of
Gondophares' reign. The first date must be reckoned according to the “era of Azes’ (57 B.C.)
and therfore corresponds to 46 A.D., while the accession year of Gondophares is consequently
20A.D.

Tradition’8 records that Thomas set out for Indiaimmediately after the Crucifixion, i.e. 30 A.D.,

thus the appearance of Gondophares in the Acts of Thomas is therefore chronologically
acceptables. Thus during Gondophares' rule the apostle Thomas brought the first knowledge of
Christianity to Indiaé7:89,

The Sakas in the North West of India broke relations with the Iranians and were under the
dominion of the Pahalavas; hence the culture and religion of the Pahalavas would definitely have
influenced the Sakas. The Pahalavas were soon driven out by the Kushans and in Kanishka's
reign gained control of the western half of northern India. However, the Sakas maintained
control of their territory. Sukumari writesto,

Following Alexander’s campaigns, an extensive area of northern India came under the
rule of Greek governors. The second century BC saw the establishment of the Satavahana
kingdom on the Godavari of Andhara, which flourished for a couple of centuries until in
30 BC it even challenged Magadha. Magadha itself was experiencing a slow decline,
owing to foreign invasions. The first of these invaders, the Sakas and the Bactrian Greeks,
penetrated into Kapisa, upper Kabul and Gandhara and from there passed on to the
Yamuna and the lower Indus Valley, and at times raided neighbouring areas. Later, the
Saka power was threatened by the Pahalavas, that is, the Parthians. Greek rule in India
virtually came to an end in 30 BC, and the Sakas remained in power in the whole of
northern India. Around 100 BC the nomadic Kushan tribes from Snkiang overran Bactria,
and arrived in India early in the first century AD. The first Kushan king Kujula Kadphises
defeated the Parthians and conquered Kabul. His successor Wima attacked Gandhara
(c AD 50), defeated and overthrew the Sakas and occupied the Indus Valley and some
eastern areas upto Surasena. Around AD 78 Wima’'s successor Kanishka | ascended the
throne and overran northern India. This date, AD 78, is acknowledged as marking the
beginning of the Saka era.

Hence we see that Christianity comes to northern India through the Apostle Thomas into the
Pahalava Empire during the reign of Gondophorus when the Sakas were under the dominion of
the Pahalavas. The Gospel spread throughout the Empire and later expressed in the Sanskrit
literature like the Gita where the development of Sanskrit is evidenced by the inscription of
Rudradamana, the Saka Satrap of Ujjayini in 150 AD and the Dwaraka (in Gujarat) legends of
Krishna; also it is hard to miss the similarity in the names, Christ and Krishna.

Another interesting fact is during the reign of the Kushan king Kanishka (~1st ¢ A.D.), who was
an ardent supporter of Buddhism, a new form of Buddhism called Mahayana (the original formis
called Hinayana) developed with the new concept of compassionate saints (bodhisattvas) helping
to save others which spread in the North. The Kushan Empire was adjacent to the Pahalava/Saka
Empire where Christianity was introduced by the Apostle Thomas; hence the Christian thought
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certainly influenced Buddhism. Mahayana Buddhism seems a syncretism between Hinayana
Buddhism and Christianity.

The Hinayana scriptures are in Pali, while the Mahayana writings developed in the Kushan
Dynasty are in Sanskrit. This is significant since the Kushans had adopted the local Bactrian
language for their kingdom and took it all around their area of influence, including Northern
India. The usage of Sanskrit instead of Bactrian is logically explained by the fact that Sanskrit
and Christianity developed in the adjacent kingdom of the Pahalava-Saka Empire, and, influence
and discussion gave rise to the development of Mahayana Buddhism and writings in Sanskrit.
Thus in any Sanskrit literature the Christian influence can be seen since they were all written
after the 2nd c AD.

Sanskrit which first developed in the Saka Empire around 150 AD then spread slowly across
India. The stone pillar inscription!112 of Samudra Gupta (AD 330 to 380) written in Sanskrit and
a late Brahmi script called the Gupta script was incised on an Asokan pillar at Allahabad.
Composed by Harisena, a commander-in-chief of the king it describes elaborately the moral,
intellectual and military achievements of this king; this inscription dates around 350 AD.

Candra Gupta |l (AD 380 to 415) subjugated the Saka territories, and Sanskrit, which developed
in the Pahalava-Saka Empire gained eminence in the Gupta Empire as evidenced by the
Allahabad inscription of Samudra Gupta, mentioned earlier. During his reign, art, architecture
and sculpture flourished and the cultural development of ancient India reached its climax.
However, this change is certainly due to the Pahalava-Saka language, literature, art and culture
now part of the Gupta Empire, and, the Christian thought was the catalyst.

Another interesting fact is that the Allahabad inscription of Samudra Gupta mentions King
Vishnugopa of Kanchi (Pallavas 4t to 9t ¢ AD) who was defeated by Samudra Gupta and then
liberated about the middle of the 4t ¢ AD. The southern Pallavas are often linked with the North
Western Pahalavas, though this is not conclusive, the spread of the Gupta language and culture
South is evident through epigraphy and iconography.

The spread of Sanskrit South is first evidenced by the Talagunda stone pillar inscription of
Kadamba K akusthavarman3 in the Shimoga District, Karnataka dated between 455 and 470 AD.
It iswritten in late southern Brahmi inscribed in the reign of Santivarman (450 to 470 AD). Itisa
posthumous record of Kakusthavarman.

Sanskrit then spreads in the South evidenced by the inscriptions in early Grantha, dating from the
5th to 6th c. AD on copper plates and stone monuments from the kingdom of the Pallavas near
Chennai (Madras). The Grantha alphabet, which belongs to the writing system of southern India,
was developed in the 51 c. AD to mainly write Sanskrit. From the fifth century A.D. Sanskrit is
seen to be the dominant language in the inscriptions, which indicates that Sanskrit was replacing
the dialects.

Further more research on the development of writing scripts in India certainly puts a rather late
date on Sanskrit writings. Until the discovery of the Indus Valley Civilization in 1920, ancient
India seemingly had two main scripts in which languages were written, Brahmi and Kharosti.
One theory is that the Brahmi script developed under Semitic influence around 7t c. BC, and
was originally written from right to left, however, in India it is found from the 5th ¢ BC written
left to right. A coin'# of the 4th ¢ BC found in Madhya Pradesh, is inscribed with Brahmi
characters running from right to left.
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The Kharosti script came into being during the 5 c. BC in northwest India, which was under
Persian rule. Although the origin of the Brahmi script is uncertain, the Kharosti script is
commonly accepted as a direct descendant from the Aramaic alphabet. The direction of writing
in the Kharosti script isasin Aramaic, from right to left.

In the later centuries of its existence, Brahmi gave rise to eight varieties of scripts. Three of them
- the early and late Mauryas and the Sunga - became the prototypes of the scripts in northern
Indiain the 1st ¢c. BC and AD. Out of these developed the Gupta writing which was employed
from the 4 to the 6t c. AD. The Siddhamatrka script developed during the 6% c. AD from the
western branch of the eastern Gupta character. The Siddhamatrka became the ancestor of the
Nagari script, which is used for Sanskrit today. The Nagari developed in the 7th to 9th ¢. AD, and
has remained essentially unaltered sincel4. Since most extant Sanskrit writings are in Nagari, the
bibliographical evidence would point to alate writing of these literatures.

A key area of error often is linguistic research; scholars writels,

During the Middle Ages various suggestions had been put forward with regard to
language development, but religious prejudices frequently stood in the way of a correct
understanding of historical processes; thus one widespread view was that all languages
somehow descended from Hebrew. Then in his justly famous Anniversary Discourse of 2
February 1786 (published in Asiatick Researches 1.415-431 (1788)) Sr William Jones
brought basic features of Sanskrit to the attention of western scholars. He contended that
Sanskrit, Greek and Latin stem from a ‘ common source, which perhaps, no longer exists
and surmised that Germanic and Celtic derive from the same source ‘though blended with
avery differentidiom’. .........

A good deal of what will be said in the following paragraphs is speculation. Linguistic
reconstruction can hardly ever be ‘proved’; only very rarely do further discoveries
confirm the reconstructions at which scholars arrived on theoretical grounds.

The last statement is so important to remember: Linguistic reconstruction can hardly ever be
‘proved’; only very rarely do further discoveries confirm the reconstructions at which
scholars arrived on theoretical grounds. In India linguistic research is based on the erroneous
Aryan theory projecting civilization in India as uncivilized until the entry of the so called
Aryans. However with the discovery of the Indus Valley in 1920, the history of India certainly
has to be re-written. Thus one has to be extremely cautious of conclusions drawn from linguistic
research, which have presently flooded our universities, libraries and society.

The influx of foreign invaders through the North West over the centuries, forced the Dravidian
culture South. Originally Grantha was used for writing Sanskrit only, and Sanskrit was later
tranditerated with Nagiri after the 7th ¢c. AD. Scholars over the years have indicated that many
Hindu writings have been tampered with, and certainly this could have happened during the
trangdliteration process.

The scriptures of Hindu Religion are written in Sanskrit, and epigraphic evidence clearly shows
that they could not have been written before the second century A.D. The Christian thought is
seen in the Hindu scriptures and this influence traces back to Christian Gospel preached by the
Apostle Thomas first to the Pahalavas.

Also bibliographical evidences indicate that the Vedas are written in the Grantha and Nagari
scripts, and according to tradition Veda Vyasa, a Dravidian, compiled and gave written form to
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the Vedas. The Grantha script belongs to the southern group of scripts and Veda Vyasa being a
Dravidian would certainly have used it. Since the earliest evidence for Granthais only in the 5th
c. AD, the Vedas were compiled and given written rather |ate.

Conclusion

The religion and culture of India has been highly misunderstood over the years. The term
Hinduism was coined by the British about 200 years ago to denote all religions and worships
other than Christianity, Islam, Buddhism, Jainism and Sikhism. Many think that the caste system
is an integral part of the ancient Indian culture; however thisis not true since the ancient culture
of India has been one of equality and love for all communities and nations.

It is commonly thought that Hinduism is the religion of the Brahmins, Kshatriyas & Vaishyas,
and the rest (apart from the religious minorities) were considered animists. Another common
misconception today is that Hinduism is very ancient and that it is founded on the Vedas. For
example it is commonly stated that * Buddhism was up against Vedic scriptures’, but, is there any
evidence for this? The bibliographical evidences indicate that the Vedas are written in the
Grantha and Nagari scripts and according to tradition Veda Vyasa, a Dravidian, compiled and
gave written form to the Vedas. The Grantha script belongs to the southern group of scripts and
Veda Vyasa being a Dravidian would certainly have used it. Since the earliest evidence for
Grantha is only in the 5t c. AD, the Vedas were written rather late. What is more significant is
that the Vedas have no relevance in the religion of the Hindus, namely Saivism and
Vaishnavism.

Today our universities and libraries are flooded with theories that Sanskrit is very ancient and
has influenced many languages in India, and, most of these are based linguistic research.
However scholars clearly indicate that linguistic reconstruction can hardly ever be proved; only
very rarely do further discoveries confirm the reconstructions at which scholars arrived on
theoretical grounds. Unless we reconstruct logically based on archeologica evidences and other
well accepted external evidences, one will be led astray. Linguistic research in Indiais based on
the erroneous Aryan theory projecting civilization in India as uncivilized until the entry of the
so-caled Aryans.

Thefirst evidence of Sanskrit is seen only in 150 AD and the neglect of Sanskrit by Asoka, if the
language was in use, would be contrary to his practice since his inscriptions are even in Greek
and Aramaic apart from Prakrit. In any Sanskrit literature such as the Vedas, Upanishads,
Brahma Sutras or Bhagavad Gita, the Christian influence can be seen since they were all written
after the 2nd ¢ AD. History® reveals that the doctrines of incarnation, divine fulfillment of
sacrifice, salvation by faith and total surrender to God are not seen in the Indian religions and
worships of the pre-New Testament Era.

Scholars define that while worship is universal, religion requires literature, philosophy or
theology. Before the New Testament Era, only two religions existed in India, Buddhism and
Jainism, and they were agnostic religions. The worships could be broadly classified as Dravidian
worship, which is evidenced from the Indus Valley civilization, and the later Vedic worship of
the Brahmin ancestors. The Vedic religion reflected in the RgVedais mainly concerned with the
propitiation of divinities associated with nature. The important were such gods as Indra, Varuna,
Agni, and Surya, who later lost their significance. The Vedic worship songs existed in some oral
form and were later compiled and given written form by Veda Vyasa, after the 2nd ¢ AD since
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Sanskrit did not exist before that. Of all the religions and worships in India before the New
Testament Era, we find that Buddhism and Jainism were the dominant religions and they were
ethical agnostic religions with strong compassion for all creation, but no room for God. Also
there was no caste system in India at this time and thisis evidenced by Megasthenes.

In the New Testament Era, we see a new religion arose in India based on a monotheistic
doctrine. Scholars indicate that the religion of Siva or Saivism emerged first, and the Vishnu-
Krishnareligion or Vaishnavism came later as another denomination. Siva was probably the first
and only God of the monotheistic religion of the Hindus.

Romila Thapar in her book “A History of India,” (Volume 1, pages 131-134) writes,

[About the beginning of the Christian era] “ Another characteristic of Hinduism was a
gradual shift in emphasis from ritual alone to the view that a completely personal
relationship between God and the devotee was possible. The monotheistic concept of God,
with either Vishnu or Shiva as its manifestation, was gaining strength. The relationship
was one where God could bestow his grace (prasada) on the devotee, and the degree of
devotion (bhakti) varied from person to person. This idea of personal devotion or bhakti,
as it was commonly called, was to become the dynamic force of later Hinduism. The
change in the theological attitude is perhaps best expressed in the philosophy of the Gita.”

“Vishnu assumes various forms or incarnations and enters the world of men in order to
save them from evil. The tenth and final incarnation has yet to come, and on this occasion
he will come in the form of Kalkin riding a white horse, which suggests a connection with
the idea of the Messiah and the coming of the Maitreya Buddha in Mahayana Buddhism.”

How did this religion arise, since there was nothing in India before Christ to catalyze it? The
Dravidian and Vedic worships were polytheistic, and the two religions, Buddhism and Jainism,
were agnostic with no room for God. The only logical answer is Christianity in India by the
apostles of Christ. As shown there is firm evidence for the Apostle Thomas in North India, and
his martyrdom in the South is well accepted; also South India had excellent trade relations with
the Roman Empire during the 1% ¢ AD, which leads to cultural and religious exchanges. Thus
early Indian Christianity developed both in the North and the South; the northern movement is
often referred to as Vaishnavism and southern movement, Saivism. These Christian movements
intersect around the 4" ¢ AD and early Indian Christianity then developed as a mature religion of
the Hindus.

This movement was that of bhakti, or intense personal devotion God; the movement originated
from the South and made itself heard in South Indian literature™’. The influence of Christianity in
Hindu thought is clearly seen, however, the fullness is seen only in Saiva Siddhanta where
Meykandar’s Siva Gnhana Botham sets the standard for the truth. Many do not realize that the
foundation of Hindu Religion isin South India; their founding saints - 63 Nayanmars of Saivism
and 12 Alvars of Vaishnavism were all from the South.

In history we can also see that Buddhism split into two divisions, Hinayana and Mahayana.
Hinayana, which was propagated by Buddha, was an agnostic religion with no concept of God,
while Mahayana developed with the concept of a divine savior. The Hinayana scriptures are in
Pali, while the Mahayana writings developed in the Kushan Dynasty are in Sanskrit. This is
significant since the Kushans had adopted the local Bactrian language for their kingdom and took
it al around their area of influence, including Northern India. The usage of Sanskrit instead of
Bactrian is logicaly explained by the fact that Sanskrit and Christianity developed in the
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adjacent kingdom of the Pahalava-Saka Empire, and, influence and discussion gave rise to the
development of Mahayana Buddhism and writings in Sanskrit. Hence, we can conclude that
Mahayana Buddhism developed in the New Testament Era, since the first evidence of Sanskrit is
seen in the Pahalava-Saka Empire in 150 A.D. Thus in any Sanskrit literature the Christian
influence can be seen since they were all written after the 2™ ¢ AD.

In the past many are made to believe, without evidence that the Hindu Sanskrit scriptures were
written prior to the New Testament era. This has resulted in erroneous interpolations and
mythical conclusions like those seen in the article in the Indian Express, and the writings of
Francois Gautier, Alain Danielou, Aurobindo, Ravi Shankar, Masih, etc.

The theistic faith of the Hindus was later corrupted by syncretism and monism. During the
Rajput period the Brahmin ancestors and Rajputs set up the caste system and took control of the
Dravidian population of India'®*° and during this time the literatures of India were corrupted. In
1017 A.D., at the behest of Sultan Mahmud of Persia, Alberuni traveled to India to learn about
the Hindus, "and to discuss with them questions of religion, science, and literature, and the very
basis of their civilization". He remained in India for thirteen years, studying, and exploring.
Alberuni was a true genius -- he was renowned as a mathematician, and an astronomer prior to
his Indian mission -- and has successfully captured the time and meaning of Indiain hiswritings.
An interesting fact is brought out in his writings (Alberuni’s India, edited by Dr. Edward C.
Sachau),

“The Indian scribes are careless, and do not take pains to produce correct and well-
collated copies. In consequence, the highest results of the author’s mental development are
lost by their negligence, and his book becomes already in the first or second copy so full of
faults, that the text appears as something entirely new, which neither a scholar nor one
familiar with the subject, whether Hindu or Muslim, could any longer understand. It will
sufficiently illustrate the matter if we tell the reader that we have sometimes written down
a word from the mouth of Hindus, taking the greatest pains to fix its pronunciation, and
that afterwards when we repeated it to them, they had great difficulty in recognizing it.”

This is a clear opposite to Hiuen Tsiang's time in the 7" ¢ AD, when this young Chinese
Buddhist scholar came to India on a mission to find authentic sacred books and was successful.
Thus many are confused at the contradictions and these are subtly explained using monism
which leads to pantheism. Hence, it is essential to look for evidence when seeking the truth. Our
National Emblem is taken from the famous Sarnath Lion capital of Emperor Ashoka and it isin
two parts. The crest shows three lions standing back to back on aflat slab. Actually there are four
lions, but the fourth cannot be seen in the picture. The base shows a horse to the left, a bull to the
right, and a wheel in between. Below the crest is written the motto, ‘ Satyameve Jayate’ which
tranglates as truth alone triumphs.

Satyameve Jayate.
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